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1.4.2    Evolution of the North American Cadastral Arrangements
The early North American cadastral arrangements were designed to promote quick, efficient, and secure land settlement. The alienation of public or crown lands, as a means of inducing European emigration, was from the outset recognized as a basic function of government in the English colonies. In order to secure the private interests in land, several land-records institutions were established. These were designed to provide legal notice of transactions involving land and included public recordation of deeds, recording acts, abstracts of title, and opinionsvof title evidence.
Land-survey practices and institutions developed consonant with the desire to achieve and secure alienation of public land. The public-land survey was established during this period.
During the nineteenth century the property tax developed as the primary basis for local government revenues. Institutions and practices associated with the real-property assessment process were firmly established as a function of local government along with the concept of uniform property taxation based on value.
North American cadastral institutions are distinct in their time and place. They differ from those in Continental Europe. However, all share a focus on fiscal and juridical purposes.
The traditional cadastre is often a routine file of parcel-related data designed to meet special purposes with efficiency and timeliness, especially valuation and title. Although these traditional cadastres often draw on data and information from various sources, they are characterized by their special-purpose outputs of products and services. However, the routine use of these files as a source of land information is rarely satisfactory for purposes other than those originally intended. The need is for a multipurpose cadastre designed to provide a wide range of relatable land information. The multipurpose cadastre, in form and substance, must rise to the level of a research and comprehensive planning tool, as well as continuing to serve traditional, special-purpose needs.
1.4.3    Nature of a Modern Cadastre
A modern multipurpose cadastre is defined as a record of interests in land, encompassing both the nature and extent of these interests. An interest or property right in land may be narrowly construed as a legal right capable of ownership or more broadly interpreted as any uniquely recognized relationship among people with regard to use of the land.
An understanding of the nature and extent of interests in land requires not only traditional fiscal and juridical records but also public-land management, infrastructure, physical, and similar records. These requirements are the inevitable result of the growing complexity associated with a postindustrial society.